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Jeffries wins historic bid to lead House Dems after Pelosi 


By LISA MASCARO 
AP Congressional Corre- 
spondent 
WASHINGTON 
(AP) 
— 
House 
Democrats 
ush- 
ered in a new generation 
of leaders on Wednesday 
with Rep. Hakeem Jeffries 
elected to be the first Black 
American to head a major 
political party in Congress 
at a pivotal time as long- 
serving 
Speaker 
Nancy 
Pelosi and her team step 
aside next year. 
Showing rare party unity af- 
ter their midterm election 
losses, the House Demo- 
crats 
moved 
seamlessly 
from one history-making 
leader to another, choos- 
ing the 52-year-old New 
Yorker, who vowed to "get 
things done" in the new 
Congress, even after Re- 
publicans won control of 
the chamber. The closed- 
door vote was unanimous, 
by acclamation. 
"We stand on their collec- 
tive broad shoulders," Jef- 
fries said afterward of Pelosi 
and her team. 
"The best thing that we can 
do as a result of the serious- 
ness and solemnity of the 
moment," he had said ear- 
lier, "is lean in hard and do 
the best damn job that we 
can for the people." 
It's rare that a party that 
lost the midterm elections 
would so easily regroup 
and stands in stark contrast 
with the upheaval among 
Republicans, who are strug- 
gling to unite around GOP 
leader Kevin McCarthy as 
the new House speaker as 
they prepare to take con- 
trol when the new Con- 
gress convenes in January. 
Wednesday's internal Dem- 
ocratic caucus votes of 
Jeffries and the other top 
leaders came without chal- 
lengers. 
Cheers broke out in the pri- 
vate meeting, where typi- 
cally contested party elec- 
tions unfolded instead like 
church service, a call-and- 
response affirming Demo- 
crats' confidence in their 
choices, some in the room 
said. 
The trio led by Jeffries, who 
will become the Demo- 
cratic minority leader in 
the new Congress, includes 
59-year-old Rep. Katherine 
Clark of Massachusetts as 


the Democratic whip and 
43-year-old Rep. Pete Agui- 
lar of California as caucus 
chairman. The new team 
of Democratic leaders is 
expected to slide into the 
slots held by Pelosi and her 
top lieutenants — Major- 
ity Leader Steny Hoyer of 
Maryland and Democratic 
Whip James Clyburn of 
South Carolina — as the 
80-something leaders make 
way for the next genera- 
tion.But in many ways, the 
trio has been transitioning 
in plain sight, as one aide 
put it — Jeffries, Clark and 
Aguilar working with Pelo- 
si's nod these past several 
years in lower-rung leader- 
ship roles as the first woman 
to have the speaker's gav- 
el prepared to step down. 
Pelosi, of California, has 
led the House Democrats 
for the past 20 years, and 
colleagues late Tuesday 
granted her the honorific 
title of "speaker emerita." 
"It an important moment for 
the caucus — that there's a 
new generation of leader- 
ship," said Rep. Chris Pap- 
pas, D-N.H., ahead of vot- 
ing. 
Democratic Rep. Cori Bush 
of Missouri called the lead- 
ership 
election 
"historic" 
and a "time for change." 
While Democrats will be 
relegated to the House mi- 
nority in the new year for 


the 118th Congress, they 
will have a certain amount 
of leverage because the 
Republican majority is ex- 
pected to be so slim and 
McCarthy's hold on his par- 
ty fragile. 
The House's two new po- 
tential 
leaders, 
Jeffries 
and McCarthy, are of the 
same generation but have 
almost no real relation- 
ship to speak of — in fact, 
the Democrat is known for 
leveling political barbs at 
the Republican from afar, 
particularly over the GOP's 
embrace of former Presi- 
dent Donald Trump. Jeffries 
served as a House man- 
ager during Trump's first im- 
peachment. 
Jeffries said Wednesday he 
will work with Republicans 
"whenever possible but we 
will also push back against 
extremism whenever nec- 
essary." 
On the other side of the 
Capitol, Jeffries will have 
a partner in Senate Major- 
ity Leader Chuck Schumer 
as two New Yorkers are 
poised to helm the Demo- 
cratic leadership in Con- 
gress. They live about a 
mile (1.6 kilometers) apart 
in Brooklyn. 
"There are going to be a 
group, in my judgment, 
of 
mainstream 
Republi- 
cans who are not going to 
want to go in the MAGA 


direction, and Hakeem's 
the ideal type guy to work 
with them," Schumer said 
in an interview, referenc- 
ing Trump's "Make America 
Great Again" slogan. 
Clark, elected for the No. 2 
spot, extended the invita- 
tion to Republicans to work 
with Democrats on biparti- 
san projects. 
"Our door is open for any 
member from across the 
aisle who wants to get to 
work for the American peo- 
ple," she said. 
At the same time Aguilar, 
the third-ranking member, 
said Democrats emerged 
from the narrow midterm 
election with a mandate: 
"What we're fighting against 
is this MAGA extremism" 
that has captured the right 
flank of Trump's party. 
Jeffries 
has 
sometimes 
been met with skepticism 
from 
party 
progressives, 
viewed as a more centrist 
figure among House Dem- 
ocrats. 
But Rep. Rashida Tlaib, D- 
Mich., a progressive and 
part of the "squad" of lib- 
eral lawmakers, said she 
has been heartened by the 
way Jeffries and his team 
are reaching out, even 
though they face no chal- 
lengers. 
"There's a genuine sense 
that he wants to develop 
relationships and working 


partnerships with many of 
us," she said. 
Clyburn, now the highest- 
ranking Black American in 
Congress, is seeking to be- 
come the assistant Demo- 
cratic leader, keeping a 
seat at the leadership table 
and helping the new gen- 
eration to transition. 
But Clyburn faces an un- 
expected challenge from 
Rep. David Cicilline, D-R.I., 
who is openly gay and 
argued Wednesday in a 
letter to colleagues that 
House Democrats should 
"fully respect the diversity of 
our caucus and the Ameri- 
can people by including 
an LGBTQ+ member at the 
leadership table." 
After 
Wednesday's 
hug- 
ging and high-fives, the 
elections Thursday for the 
assistant leader post and 
several others are expect- 
ed to be more divisive. 
Jeffries' ascent comes as a 
milestone for Black Ameri- 
cans, the Capitol built with 
the labor of enslaved peo- 
ple and its dome later ex- 
panded during Abraham 
Lincoln's presidency as a 
symbol the nation would 
stand during the Civil War. 
His 
Brooklyn-area 
district 
was once represented by 
Shirley Chisholm, the first 
Black woman elected to 
Congress, and he noted 
that she was born on the 
same day as his election, 
Nov. 30, in 1924. 
Civil rights leader Rev. Al 
Sharpton 
called 
Jeffries' 
elevation a "long overdue 
moment in America," not- 
ing that "another barrier to 
equal representation has 
come down." 
Pelosi and Hoyer plan to re- 
main in office, an unusual 
but 
not 
unprecedented 
arrangement 
that 
Jef- 
fries called a "blessing" the 
new leaders can seek their 
counsel. 
While the House Demo- 
crats are a big, diverse and 
often "noisy" group, Jeffries 
said it's a good thing, and 
representative of the House 
as "the institution closest to 
the people." 
"At the end of the day, we 
always 
come 
together, 
find the highest common 
denominator and get the 
things 
done 
everyday 
Americans," he said.q 


Rep. Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y., joined by Rep. Katherine Clark, D-Mass., left, and Rep. Pete Aguilar, 
D-Calif., speaks to reporters after they were elected by House Democrats to form the new 
leadership when Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., steps aside in the new Congress 
under the Republican majority, at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, Nov. 30, 2022. Clark 
will become the Democratic whip, and Aguilar takes over a chairman of the Democratic Caucus. 
Associated Press 
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By KEVIN FREKING 
and JOSH FUNK 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
U.S. House moved urgent- 
ly to head off the loom- 
ing nationwide rail strike 
on Wednesday, passing a 
bill that would bind com- 
panies and workers to a 
proposed settlement that 
was reached in Septem- 
ber but rejected by some 
of the 12 unions involved. 
The measure passed by a 
vote of 290-137 and now 
heads to the Senate. If 
approved there, it will be 
signed by President Joe 
Biden, who urged the Sen- 
ate to act swiftly. “Without 
the certainty of a final vote 
to avoid a shutdown this 
week, railroads will begin to 
halt the movement of criti- 
cal materials like chemicals 
to clean our drinking water 
as soon as this weekend,” 
Biden said. “Let me say 
that again: without action 
this week, disruptions to our 
auto supply chains, our abil- 
ity to move food to tables, 
and our ability to remove 
hazardous waste from gas- 
oline refineries will begin.” 
Business groups including 
the U.S. Chamber of Com- 
merce and the American 
Farm Bureau Federation 
have warned that halting 
rail service would cause a 
$2 billion per day hit to the 
economy. The bill would 
impose a compromise la- 
bor agreement brokered 
by the Biden administration 
that was ultimately voted 


down by four of the 12 
unions representing more 
than 100,000 employees 
at large freight rail carriers. 
The unions have threat- 
ened to strike if an agree- 
ment can’t be reached 
before a Dec. 9 deadline. 
Lawmakers from both par- 
ties expressed reservations 
about overriding the nego- 
tiations. And the interven- 
tion was particularly difficult 
for Democratic lawmak- 
ers who have traditionally 
sought to align themselves 
with the politically powerful 
labor unions that criticized 
Biden’s move to intervene 
in the contract dispute and 
block a strike. 
House 
Speaker 
Nancy 


Pelosi responded to that 
concern by adding a sec- 
ond vote Wednesday that 
would add seven days of 
paid sick leave per year 
for rail workers covered un- 
der the agreement. How- 
ever, it will take effect only 
if the Senate goes along 
and passes both measures. 
The House passed the sick 
leave measure as well, but 
by a much narrower mar- 
gin, 221-207, as Republi- 
cans overwhelmingly op- 
posed it, indicating that 
prospects for passage of 
that add-on are slim in the 
evenly divided Senate. 
The call for more paid sick 
leave was a major sticking 
point in the talks. The rail- 


roads say the unions have 
agreed in negotiations over 
the decades to forgo paid 
sick time in favor of higher 
wages and strong short- 
term disability benefits. 
The head of the Associa- 
tion of American Railroads 
trade group said Tuesday 
that railroads would con- 
sider adding paid sick time 
in the future, but said that 
change should wait for a 
new round of negotiations 
instead of being added 
now, near the end of three 
years of contract talks. 
The unions maintain that 
railroads can easily afford 
to add paid sick time at a 
time when they are record- 
ing record profits. Several 


of the big railroads involved 
in these contract talks re- 
ported more than $1 billion 
profit in the third quarter. 
“Quite frankly, the fact 
that paid leave is not part 
of the final agreement be- 
tween railroads and labor 
is, in my opinion, obscene,” 
said Rep. Jim McGovern, 
D-Mass. “It should be there 
and I hope it will be there 
at the end of this process.” 
Most rail workers don’t re- 
ceive any paid sick time 
but they do have short-term 
disability benefits that kick 
in after as little as four days 
and can replace some of 
their income for a year or 
more. Rail workers do re- 
ceive vacation and per- 
sonal leave days, but work- 
ers say it’s difficult to use 
those for illnesses because 
they must typically be ap- 
proved far ahead of time. 
Republicans also voiced 
support for the measure to 
block the strike, but criti- 
cized the Biden administra- 
tion for turning to Congress 
to “step in to fix the mess.” 
“They’ve retreated in fail- 
ure and they kicked this 
problem to Congress for us 
to decide,” said Rep. Sam 
Graves, R-Mo. 
Republicans criticized Pelo- 
si’s decision to add the sick 
leave bill to the mix. They 
said the Biden administra- 
tion’s own special board of 
arbitrators recommended 
higher wages to compen- 
sate the unions for not in- 
cluding sick time in its rec- 
ommendations. q 


Freight train cars sit in a Norfolk Southern rail yard on Sept. 14, 2022, in Atlanta. 
Associated Press 


House votes to avert rail strike, impose deal on unions 


By PAUL WISEMAN 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
United States isn’t seeking 
to sever economic ties with 
China even as Washing- 
ton takes steps to protect 
America’s 
technological 
and military prowess from 
Beijing, 
U.S. 
Commerce 
Secretary Gina Raimondo 
said. 
Speaking to reporters in 
advance 
of 
a 
speech 
Wednesday on the Biden 
administration’s China pol- 
icy, Raimondo said: “We’re 
not seeking the decoupling 
from China. 


We want to promote trade 
and investment in areas 
that don’t threaten our 
core economic and na- 
tional security interests or 
compromise human rights 
values.’’ 
Relations 
between 
the 
world’s two biggest econ- 
omies have chilled over 
the last decade, partly 
because the communist 
government in Beijing has 
cracked down on dissent in 
Hong Kong and on Muslims 
in the northwestern region 
of Xinjiang. 
President 
Donald 
Trump 
imposed massive taxes on 


Chinese imports in a dis- 
pute over the strong-arm 
tactics including the al- 
leged theft of trade secrets 
that Beijing has used to 
challenge America’s edge 
in technology. 
The Biden administration 
has kept Trump’s tariffs and 
has stepped up a cam- 
paign to keep the Chi- 
nese from acquiring sensi- 
tive technology that could 
speed its military buildup. 
Most notable was the de- 
cision last month to block 
exports of advanced com- 
puter chips to China.q 


U.S. Secretary of Commerce Gina Raimondo speaks during 
the High-Level Economic Dialogue Second Annual Meeting in 
Mexico City, Monday, Sept. 12, 2022. 


Associated Press 


Raimondo: U.S. isn’t seeking to sever economic ties with China 
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By KIM CHANDLER 
and JEFF MARTIN 
Associated Press 
WETUMPKA, Ala. (AP) — Tor- 
nadoes damaged numer- 
ous homes, destroyed a 
fire station, briefly trapped 
people in a grocery store 
and ripped the roof off an 
apartment complex in Mis- 
sissippi, while two people 
died as a tree crunched 
their mobile home in Ala- 
bama, 
authorities 
said 
Wednesday. 
The 
National 
Weather 
Service had warned that 
strong twisters capable of 
carving up communities 
over long distances were 
possible as the storm front 
moved 
eastward 
from 
Texas. They were fueled by 
record high temperatures 
and threatened a stretch 
of the United States where 
more than 25 million peo- 
ple live. 
A total of 73 tornado warn- 
ings and 120 severe thun- 
derstorm 
warnings 
were 
issued from Tuesday after- 
noon to Wednesday morn- 
ing, said Matthew Elliott, a 
meteorologist at the Storm 
Prediction Center in Nor- 
man, Oklahoma. 
Significant tornado dam- 
age was evident in the 
Flatwood community north 
of Montgomery, Alabama, 
where two people were 
killed as a tree struck their 
home, said Christina Thorn- 
ton, director of the Mont- 
gomery County Emergen- 
cy Management Agency. 


Others in the tight-knit com- 
munity narrowly escaped 
with their lives: Caroline 
Bankston said she and Tim 
Wiseman were watching 
the news and trying to fig- 
ure out where the twister 
was when she looked out 
the window and realized it 
was on top of them. They 
ran to a safer corner as the 
roof caved in, burying their 
sofa in debris. 
“We just prayed, prayed, 
prayed, 
‘Please 
God 
Please take care of us. 
Please,’ and he did. You 
can replace stuff, but you 


can’t replace a person,” 
Bankston said, her voice still 
trembling. Isaiah Sankey, 
who represents Flatwood 
as vice chairman of the 
Montgomery County Com- 
mission, expressed grief for 
the lives lost and vowed 
that installing storm shelters 
will be a priority. 
“When we do rebuild, we 
will have storm shelters,” 
Sankey said. 
“We have got to prepare 
for these unforeseen cir- 
cumstances.” 
In the west Alabama town 
of Eutaw, large sections of 


the roof were missing from 
an 
apartment 
complex, 
displacing 15 families in the 
middle of the night, and 
power lines and trees were 
“all over the road,” Eutaw 
Police Chief Tommy John- 
son told WBRC-TV. 
A suspected tornado dam- 
aged 
numerous 
homes 
during the night in Hale 
County, Alabama, where 
the 
emergency 
director 
said more than a third of 
the people live in highly vul- 
nerable mobile homes. 
“I have seen some really 
nice mobile homes tied 


down, but they just don’t 
stand a chance against 
a tornado,” Hale County 
Emergency Management 
Director Russell Weeden 
told WBRC. 
Two other people were 
injured as the storm tore 
apart homes in Caldwell 
Parish, 
Louisiana, 
Sheriff 
Clay Bennett told KNOE-TV. 
The weather service con- 
firmed that tornadoes hit 
the ground in Mississippi. 
Images of the wreckage 
in Caledonia showed a 
grocery store damaged, 
a fire station shredded 
and a house toppled, but 
Lowndes County Emergen- 
cy Management Agency 
Director Cindy Lawrence 
told WTVA-TV that every- 
one escaped injury. Hail 
stones crashed against the 
windows of City Hall in the 
small town of Tchula, Missis- 
sippi, where sirens blared as 
the mayor and other resi- 
dents took cover. 
“It was hitting against the 
window, and you could tell 
that it was nice-sized balls 
of it,” Mayor Ann Polk said 
after the storm passed. 
High winds downed pow- 
er lines, and flooding was 
a hazard as more than 5 
inches (13 centimeters) of 
rain fell within several hours 
in some places. More than 
50,000 customers in Missis- 
sippi and Alabama were 
without electricity Wednes- 
day morning, according 
to poweroutage.us, which 
tracks utility outages.q 


People walk through an area of destroyed structures in Flatwood, Ala. on Wednesday, Nov. 30, 
2022. 
Associated Press 


Tornadoes fueled by record highs wrecked homes around South 


By MIKE STOBBE 
AP Medical Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Philadel- 
phia and Oakland County, 
Michigan, are joining the 
small list of U.S. localities 
that are looking for signs of 
polio infections in sewage, 
U.S. health officials said 
Wednesday. 
The Centers for Disease 
Control 
and 
Prevention 
said the communities will 
test for polio in sewage for 
at least four months. Com- 
munities in New York state 
began testing earlier this 
year after a man was diag- 
nosed with paralytic polio 
outside New York City.CDC 


officials say they have been 
talking with other commu- 
nities about also starting 
polio wastewater testing. 
They are focused on cities 
and counties with low polio 
vaccination coverage and 
those in which travelers 
had visited the New York 
communities where polio 
was found. 
Officials say identifying the 
virus in sewage can help a 
city or county accelerate 
and 
target 
vaccination 
campaigns. 
Health officials around the 
world have used wastewa- 
ter to track COVID-19 out- 
breaks. The CDC currently is 


receiving wastewater sam- 
pling data for the corona- 
virus from all 50 states. This 
year, commercial labora- 
tories began testing waste- 
water for mpox, previously 
known as monkeypox. 
Next year, health officials 
in Houston and Colora- 
do plan to begin testing 
sewage for several other 
health threats, including 
germs with antibiotic resis- 
tance, influenza, respirato- 
ry syncytial virus, norovirus 
and other bugs. If the pilot 
goes well, the wider testing 
will be rolled out to other 
parts of the country, CDC 
officials said.q 


Ryan Dupont, Utah State University Professor of Civil & 
Environmental Engineering, collects sewage samples from the 
dorms at Utah State University Wednesday, Sept. 2, 2020, in 
Logan, Utah, to test for COVID-19. 
Associated Press 


U.S. officials say 2 more places will test sewage for polio 
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By SAMUEL PETREQUIN 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — The Eu- 
ropean 
Union 
proposed 
Wednesday to set up a 
U.N.-backed court to in- 
vestigate 
possible 
war 
crimes Russia committed in 
Ukraine, and to use frozen 
Russian assets to rebuild the 
war-torn country. 
European 
Commission 
president Ursula von der 
Leyen said in a video mes- 
sage that the EU will work 
with international partners 
to get “the broadest inter- 
national support possible” 
for the tribunal, while con- 
tinuing to support the Inter- 
national Criminal Court. 
Since 
Russian 
President 
Vladimir Putin ordered the 
invasion of Ukraine on Feb. 
24, his military forces have 
been accused of abuses 
ranging from killings in the 
Kyiv suburb of Bucha to 
deadly attacks on civil- 
ian facilities, including the 
March 16 bombing of a 
theater in Mariupol that an 
Associated Press investiga- 
tion established likely killed 
close to 600 people. Inves- 
tigations of military crimes 
committed during the war 
in Ukraine are underway 
around Europe, and the 
Hague-based International 
Criminal Court has already 
launched a probe. But 
because Russia does not 
accept the International 
Criminal Court’s jurisdiction, 
the European Commission 
said it presented to the 27 
EU countries two options to 
hold the Kremlin account- 
able: either a “special in- 
dependent 
international 
court based on a multilat- 
eral treaty or a specialized 
court integrated in a na- 
tional justice system with in- 
ternational judges a hybrid 
court.” 
Ukrainian first lady Olena 
Zelenska on Tuesday also 
urged that Ukraine’s invad- 
ers be held accountable. 
“Victory is not the only 
thing we need. We need 
justice,” she told lawmak- 
ers in London, comparing 
Russian war crimes to the 
atrocities 
Nazi 
Germany 
committed in World War II. 


She called on Britain to lead 
efforts to set up a criminal 
tribunal to prosecute se- 
nior Russians, similar to the 
postwar Nuremberg trials 
of leading Nazis. 
Von der Leyen on Wednes- 
day added that the EU 
wants to make Russia pay 
for the destruction it caused 
in neighboring Ukraine by 
using Russian assets frozen 
under sanctions. 
She estimated the dam- 
age to Ukraine at 600 billion 
euros ($617 billion). 
“Russia and its oligarchs 
have 
to 
compensate 
Ukraine for the damage 
and cover the costs for re- 
building the country,” von 
der Leyen said. “We have 
the means to make Russia 
pay.” 
Von der Leyen said 300 bil- 
lion euros ($308 billion) of 
the Russian central bank 
reserves has been immo- 
bilized, and that 19 billion 
euros ($20 billion) of Russian 
oligarchs’ money has been 
frozen. “In the short term, 
we could create with our 
partners a structure to man- 
age these funds and invest 
them,” she said. “We would 
then use the proceeds 
for Ukraine, and once the 
sanctions are lifted, these 
funds should be used so 
that Russia pays full com- 
pensation for the damages 


caused to Ukraine.” 
The EU said the lifting of 
the restrictions on Russian 
assets could be linked to 
conclusion of a peace 
deal between Ukraine and 
Russia that would settle the 
question of damages repa- 
ration. In other Ukraine war 
developments: 
Russia’s military appear to 
be studying targets, posi- 
tioning warships and mak- 
ing other preparations to 
resume major attacks that 
have crippled Ukraine’s en- 
ergy and water infrastruc- 
ture, Ukrainian officials said 
Wednesday. “At Russian 
airfields strategic aircraft 
are equipped, tactical air- 
craft are equipped, and a 
missile carrier is put on duty. 
These are indirect signs 
of preparing for a strike,” 
Ukrainian southern military 
command spokeswoman 
Natalia Humeniuk said on 
Ukrainian TV. 
Ukrainian officials reported 
progress in restoring power 
nationwide, with the ener- 
gy deficit reduced to 27%. 
The 
country’s 
electricity 
system operator, Ukrener- 
go, said that was a 3% im- 
provement from Tuesday. 
In the hard-hit Kherson re- 
gion that Russia illegally an- 
nexed in September and 
Ukraine since reclaimed, 
officials 
reported 
partial 


restoration 
of 
residential 
water supplies, albeit at re- 
duced pressure, thanks to 
electricity being restored 
to water pumping stations. 
Power has returned to half 
of Kherson city’s residents. 
Russian shelling in Kherson 
damaged a hospital, an in- 
dustrial plant, a bank, resi- 
dential buildings and infra- 
structure. 
At the shut-down Zaporizh- 
zhia nuclear plant in south- 
ern Ukraine, Europe’s larg- 
est atomic power station, 
Russian officials claimed 
Ukrainian 
shelling 
dam- 
aged a building and waste 
storage facilities but that 
containers inside with ra- 
dioactive substances were 
not affected. Ukrainian au- 
thorities said the Russians 
shelled the cities of Mar- 
hanets and Nikopol across 
the Dnieper River from the 
Zaporizhzhia plant. 
Ukraine’s presidential of- 
fice said that at least five 
civilians were killed and 
21 wounded in the latest 
Russian 
shelling 
nation- 
wide. Russian attacks in the 
Donetsk region focused on 
the strategically located 
town of Kurdiumivka south 
of Bakhmut. In Bakhmut, 
Russian rockets hit residen- 
tial buildings and a kinder- 
garten, according to re- 
gional authorities.q 


European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen applauds during a ceremony marking 
the 70th anniversary of the European Parliament, Tuesday, Nov. 22, 2022 in Strasbourg, eastern 
France. 


Associated Press 


EU seeks specialized court to investigate Russia war 
crimes 
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By THOMAS ADAMSON 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — The humble 
baguette the crunchy am- 
bassador for French baking 
around the world is being 
added to the U.N.’s list of 
intangible cultural heritage 
as a cherished tradition to 
be preserved by humanity. 
UNESCO experts gather- 
ing in Morocco this week 
decided that the simple 
French flute made only of 
flour, water, salt, and yeast 
deserved United Nations 
recognition, after France’s 
culture ministry warned of a 
“continuous decline” in the 
number of traditional bak- 
eries, with some 400 closing 
every year over the past 
half-century. 
The U.N. cultural agency’s 
chief, Audrey Azoulay, said 
the decision honors more 
than just bread; it recog- 
nizes the “savoir-faire of ar- 
tisanal bakers” and “a daily 
ritual.” 
“It is important that such 
craft knowledge and social 
practices can continue to 
exist in the future,” added 
Azoulay, a former French 
culture minister. 
The agency defines intan- 
gible cultural heritage as 
“traditions or living expres- 


sions inherited from our an- 
cestors and passed on to 
our descendants.” 
With the bread’s new sta- 
tus, the French government 
said it planned to create 
an artisanal baguette day, 
called the “Open Bake- 
house Day,” to connect 
the French better with their 
heritage. 
Back in France, bakers 
seemed proud, if unsur- 


prised. 
“Of course, it should be 
on the list because the 
baguette symbolizes the 
world. It’s universal,” said 
Asma Farhat, baker at Ju- 
lien’s Bakery near Paris’ 
Champs-Elysees avenue. 
“If there’s no baguette, 
you can’t have a proper 
meal. In the morning you 
can toast it, for lunch it’s a 
sandwich, and then it ac- 


companies dinner.” 
Although it seems like the 
quintessential French prod- 
uct, the baguette was said 
to have been invented by 
Vienna-born baker August 
Zang in 1839. 
Zang put in place France’s 
steam oven, making it pos- 
sible to produce bread with 
a brittle crust yet fluffy inte- 
rior. 
The product’s zenith did 


not come until the 1920s, 
with the advent of a French 
law preventing bakers from 
working 
before 
4 
a.m. 
The baguette’s long, thin 
shape meant it could be 
made more quickly than 
its stodgy cousins, so it was 
the only bread that bak- 
ers could make in time for 
breakfast. 
Despite the decline in tra- 
ditional bakery numbers 
today, France’s 67 million 
people still remain vora- 
cious baguette consum- 
ers purchased at a variety 
of sales points, including in 
supermarkets. The problem 
is, observers say, that they 
can often be poor in qual- 
ity. 
“It’s very easy to get bad 
baguette in France. It’s 
the traditional baguette 
from the traditional bakery 
that’s in danger. It’s about 
quality not quantity,” said 
one Paris resident, Marine 
Fourchier, 52. 
In January, French super- 
market chain Leclerc was 
criticized 
by 
traditional 
bakers and farmers for its 
much publicized 29-cent 
baguette, accused of sac- 
rificing the quality of the 
famed 65-centimeter (26- 
inch) loaf. q 


By MANUEL RUEDA and EL- 
LIOT SPAGAT 
Associated Press 
BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) — 
Colombia wants the Biden 
administration 
to 
grant 
temporary legal status to 
its citizens now living in the 
United States, noting its 
own efforts to address re- 
gional migration by hosting 
2 million Venezuelans who 
fled their homes. 
Gustavo Petro, who was 
elected 
Colombia’s 
first 
leftist president in June, is 
committed to the “incred- 
ibly generous policies” of 
his predecessor, which in- 
cludes temporary status for 
1.8 million people who fled 
neighboring 
Venezuela, 
said Luis Alberto Murillo Ur- 
rutia, Colombia’s ambassa- 
dor to the U.S. 
But the diplomat asked 


the United States for help, 
saying that in addition to 
Venezuelans who stay and 
work, more than 80,000 mi- 
grants pass through Colom- 
bia each year on their way 
to other countries. 


In a letter to U.S. Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken 
and 
Homeland 
Security 
Secretary Alejandro May- 
orkas, he asks President Joe 
Biden to grant Colombians 
already in the U.S. a form 


of temporary status called 
Deferred Enforced Depar- 
ture. 
“Migration is a regional 
issue that should be ad- 
dressed under the principle 
of 
shared 
responsibility, 
strengthening regional co- 
operation to ensure migra- 
tory regularization,” Murillo 
Urrutia wrote in a letter dat- 
ed Nov. 17 and released 
Tuesday by Colombian of- 
ficials. 
That 
language 
echoes 
an agreement that Biden 
struck in June in Los Ange- 
les among Western Hemi- 
sphere countries, includ- 
ing Colombia under then- 
President Iván Duque. “The 
Los Angeles Declaration” 
was billed as a roadmap 
for countries to host large 
numbers of migrants and 
refugees. 


The 
White 
House 
and 
Homeland Security Depart- 
ment had no immediate 
comment late Tuesday on 
Colombia’s request. 
It is unclear how many Co- 
lombians are living in the 
United States without legal 
status. The Migration Policy 
Institute estimated 171,000 
in 2019 but that was before 
tens of thousands arrived at 
the U.S. border with Mexico 
this year, many of them re- 
leased to pursue their cases 
in immigration court. 
U.S. 
authorities 
have 
stopped 
Colombians 
131,890 times at the Mexi- 
can border during the first 
10 months of this year, in- 
cluding 17,195 times in 
October, a sharp increase 
that has made them one of 
the largest nationalities at 
the border. q 


Bakery owner Florence Poirier, LEFT, smells the fresh baguette who comes out of the oven as 
Mylene Poirier stands next to her at a bakery, in Versailles, west of Paris, Tuesday, Nov. 29, 2022. 


Associated Press 


Crunch time: The baguette gets UN world heritage status 


President of Colombia Gustavo Petro arrives for a diner at the 
Elysee Palace to close the Peace Forum event, Friday, Nov. 11, 
2022 in Paris. 


Associated Press 


Colombia asks for legal status for its people already in U.S. 
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10th Edition of Kids & Teens Christmas 
Song Festival 


ORAJESTAD – Recently the 
10th and final edition of Kids 
& Teens Christmas Song 
Festival 2022 took place at 
the Cas di Cultura. 


Thirty 
participants, 
each 
dressed 
beautifully, 
pre- 
sented their Christmas song 
in Papiamento on a very 
high level accompanied 
by a great All Star Band 
and with a completely 
sold-out audience. 
The festival was broadcast 
live, so that Aruba could 
enjoy the talent of our chil- 
dren and teens through dif- 
ferent media like television, 
radio and social media. 
This year, the 10th edition 
of Kids & Teens Christmas 
Song Festival was dedicat- 
ed to: 
1. Edjean Semeleer, who 
aside from being a great 
singer, knows how to de- 
light Aruba with different 
concerts during the festive 
season at the end of the 
year, like “Hey ta Pasco”, 
and is also a pillar to sup- 
port our culture through his 
Go Cultura Foundation. 
2. Tipico Katatumbo, which 
during the years delighted 
Aruba with the lovely ‘gai- 
tas’ at the end of the year. 


What stands out in Tipico 
Katatumbo is that they are 
known for bringing a great 
atmosphere and rhythm 
to the end of the year, in- 
culcating the love for our 
year-end traditions in the 
youth. This way, Katatumbo 


teeners was established. 
The competition and the 
participants were at a very 
high level. The organizers 
thank Aruba Bank, Prins 
Bernard Cultuurfonds Cari- 
bisch Gebied, Setar N.V., 
the Department of Cul- 


ture of Aruba, and Total 
Finance for making it pos- 
sible for every participant 
to receive four training ses- 
sions with the band as well 
as a general training. They 
also thank each company 
that put together gifts and 
prizes for the participants. 
Thanks to the big team that 
worked together for a high 
quality festival, to the judg- 
es who took on the difficult 
task, the staff at the Cas 
di Cultura, and the public 
who supported all 32 par- 
ticipants. 
Winners 
Category 
4-7 
years: 
Absolute winner: 
Jayzianne Theodora 
Song: 
un 
kerstboom 
di 
foam. 
Second place: 
Alyna Henriquez 
Song: Den un stal Cristo a 
nace. 
Third place: 
Marileen Willems 
Song: Strea Bunita . 
Winners 
Category 
8-11 


years: 
Absolute winner: 
Sofia Campo 
Song: Ta Pasco awe. 
Second place: 
John Maynard Wever 
Song: Celebra cu legria. 
Third place: 
Hailey Koolman 
Song: Su angelnan. 
Winners 
Category 
12-17 
years: 
Absolute winner: 
Jorienne Angela & Jaylon 
Machado 
Song: Señor ta existi. 
Second place: 
Carl Anthony Petrocchi 
Song: Bolbe Cas. 
Third place: 
Stephanie Quant 
Song: Rumannan di mun- 
do. 
Fourth place: 
Caylee Pietersz 
Song: Pasco na cas. 


The festival will be broad- 
cast again these upcom- 
ing festive days on all local 
television channels. q 


Kiosk workers worried about bad smell in city center 


ORANJESTAD – Yesterday 
morning on local and so- 
cial media, once again 
complains 
were 
being 
voiced regarding nuisance 
caused by sewage and 
bad small in the city cen- 
ter, in the area where cruise 
tourists are received. 


The problem of sewage 
and bad smell continues 
in this area, which is heav- 
ily trafficked by tourists from 
cruise ships docking in the 
terminal nearby. Yesterday 
three different cruise ships 
visited our island, bringing 


more than 12 thousand 
tourists. However, these visi- 
tors had an uncomfortable 
surprise with water and an 


unpleasant smell. 


Our reporter went to the 
area and spoke to some 
of the workers at the kiosks 
regarding 
this 
problem. 
One of them said that this 
is a problem against which 
they have been fighting for 
a long time already, and 
the government still has not 
come with a solution. 
“Every time that it rains it 
becomes a problem. The 


smell is unbearable and 
the tourists have to walk 
in the sewage water and 
deal with the terrible smell. 
Imagine a tourist becomes 
sick or gets an infection 
because of the water? It 
would be a very bad expe- 
rience and negative pro- 
paganda for Aruba”, they 
said. 


The worker, who chose to 
remain 
anonymous, 
ex- 
plained that today they 
had the option of putting 
pallets on the areas that 
were covered in water to 
help the tourists walk, cross 
the street, etc. But it is not 
always that they have pal- 
lets available, and that 
means that sometimes the 
tourists have to step on the 
water in order to reach the 
kiosks. 


Another worker at a kiosk 


in the area said that aside 
from the problem of sew- 
age water and bad smell, 
they also have a problem 
with trash. As tourists buy 
food and drinks, often they 
leave the packaging dis- 
carded on the sidewalk or 
placed somewhere other 
than in a trash can. “Most 
of the times, the salespeo- 
ple ourselves pick up the 
trash because otherwise it 
would still be there. I have 
called DOW (Department 
of Public Works) many times 
myself, but they don’t do 
anything, they don’t help. 
It is really annoying and 
it looks bad”, the worker 
complained. 


Meanwhile 
the 
workers 
keep waiting for a solution 
for this problem, which they 
consider a big nuisance 
and a danger to public 
health.q 
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Bowls Noodle Bar invites you to try their December Special 


Bowls Noodle Bar recently opened at their new loca- 
tion at The Village, near the High Rise Hotels. To cel- 
ebrate, they are launching their new Happy Hour from 
9pm to 11pm every day. 


Before the pandemic, Bowls Noodle Bar opened at the 
Hyatt by the airport, and was in the process of opening 
a second location at The Village when the pandemic 
hit. Due to the consequences of the pandemic, they 
decided to close the restaurant by the airport and 


open their new location at The Village. 
Their new location has been open for 
about six months to great results. 


At The Village, night time is the best 
time. This is why they are now offering a 
daily Happy Hour, from 9pm to 11pm. It 
includes $3 beer and $5 cocktails. 
Their cocktails are made in-house with a 
unique fusion of Asian flavors, for exam- 
ple, the popular purple Ube Mojito, with 
the flavor of traditional Ube, a Japanese 
dessert; the Blue Samurai with ginger fla- 
vor; and the refreshing Fruity Blossoms, 
with a flavor encompassing the Sakura, 
the famous Japanese Cherry Blossoms. 
You can try all these for only $5 each 
during Happy Hour. 


Fusion is at the core of the unique flavors 
of Bowls Noodle Bar, and this is expressed 
beautifully in their traditional Japanese 
soups. They are the only restaurant in 
Aruba that has most of the noodles tra- 
ditionally used, Udon, Ramen, and Rice 
noodles. Ramen noodles, served fresh, 
are a surprising flavor for those who are 
used to dried ramen noodles.They also 
have Jasmine rice for the rice bowls. 


Their authentic soups are the highlight 
and star. Chef Warren explains that 
there are four main components to 
the soup: the broth, the noodles, tare, 
and the oil, and these are very impor- 
tant for the traditional Japanese soups. 
At Bowls Noodle Bar, they have a wide 
variety of flavors to cater to every taste, 
like the famous Pork Chashu. It comes 
with fresh ramen noodles, and it’s the 
pride of Bowls Noodle Bar. Chef Warren 
says that the broth for this soup takes 
two to three days to make, and is made 
in-house, with fresh and delicious ingre- 
dients. They also cater to vegetarians 
and vegans, with various options on the 
menu like tofu mushroom soup, vege- 


table gyoza, wonton, and fresh kimchi 
fermented at the restaurant. 


The wok concept also allows you to cre- 
ate your own unique dish, choosing your 
base, protein, vegetables and sauce. 


Origin 
The founders of Bowls Noodle Bar, Dex- 
ter Moreno and his partner Lai, opened 
their first location on Curaçao. They 
traveled to Japan to study Japanese 
Cuisine, and they fell in love with Jap- 
anese soup. Lai’s parents are Chinese, 
and this is the start of the Asian-fusion 
flavors that are both surprising and de- 
lectable, combining Japanese, Chinese 
and even some Korean cuisine. Chef 
Warren was trained in these traditional 
flavors by the founders themselves. 


They came to Aruba where Dexter ap- 
proached some ex-colleagues in the in- 
dustry to open a location on the island, 
and with a local team, opened Bowls 
Noodle Bar Aruba with a more extensive 
menu. 


And for the month of December Bowls 
Boodle Bar has created a December 
Special 
Mondays you can get 20% off on your 
entire bill, 
Tuesdays is Dollar to Florins on all food, 
beers and wines, 
Wednesday you can get 20% off on 
Noodle Soups, 
Thursday is 20% off on Stir Fry and 
Friday is 20% off on Izakaya. 


Opening hours are Monday to Thurs- 
day 5pm – 11:30pm; Friday and Sat- 
urday 5pm – 12pm; and Sunday 5pm 
– 11:30pm. Come visit for great atmo- 
sphere, delicious flavors, and a Happy 
Hour to remember!q 
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Launch of the QR FIT project 


ORANJESTAD – On Novem- 
ber 29, 2022, the Ministries 
of Tourism and Sports re- 
spectively 
launched 
an 
innovative project that fits 
into the tourism and health- 
care vision and policy. 


The project’s name is QR 
FIT. It is a project where lo- 
cals and tourists can scan a 
QR code on the Boardwalk 
Malmok with their phones 
and choose from exercise 
options. 


When you scan the QR 
code, it connects you to 
a website where you can 
choose 
an 
exercise 
or 
download an app. You 
may choose from various 
categories, beginner/inter- 
mediate /advanced, and 
60 different exercises. 


The Boardwalk Malmok is a 


project funded by the Tour- 
ism Product Enhancement 
Fund (TPEF), and its 3rd 
phase will start soon. Many 
locals and tourist use this 
boardwalk. Now with the 
launch of the QR FIT, more 
people will use this area 
for sport and recreation. 
The government stimulates 
prevention in healthcare, 
and this project is a way to 
motivate our community to 
be more active. The policy 
is on the high-value, low- 
impact tourism model, and 
these innovative projects fit 
this category. 


The Minister congratulates 
Ibisa y ATA for launching 
an innovative project that 
stimulates more people to 
use the boardwalk Malmok 
to have a more active and 
healthy community.q 
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History of fishing in Aruba 


ORANJESTAD — Fishing has 
been a family tradition for 
ages in Aruba. Our ances- 
tors used to fish for a living. 
Even though nowadays you 
don’t see them often we still 
have some passionate fish- 
ermen on the island that 
go out every day in search 
for fish to feed their families 
and serve our local market. 
One of these fisherman is 
Gregory Wernet. 


The so-called Continental 
Bank between Aruba and 
the opposite coast reaches 
a depth of about 650 feet. 
The sea is very rich in fish 
here. Since the time of the 
indigenous native people 
fish and other sea creatures 
such as turtles, octopus 
squids, conch and many 
type of crustaceans have 
formed a means of subsis- 
tence for the native Aru- 
ban inhabitants. Especially 
along the west coast of 
the island where the fishing 
grounds are settlements of 
fishermen. Until the arrival 
of the oil -industry Aruban 


fishermen could supply Aru- 
ba’s wants. 
As a source of income, how- 
ever, fishing did not amount 
too much. In the beginning 
of the 1900’s approximately 
160 people earn their living 
in this branch of this indus- 
try. Rancho, which stands 
for a shed, nowadays east 
Oranjestad, was the head 
quarter and remains the 
fishermen’s settlement. Sa- 
vaneta, Noord, Santa Cruz 
all had their fishermen’s vil- 
lages. At a rough estimate 
there were about a hun- 
dred small fishing boats 
during that time. 
The Arubans were mainly 
engaged in coastal fishing, 
using rowing-boats or small 
sailing-boats, and lines or 
dragnets and canisters in 
shallow water. When fish- 
ing with deep-sea lines just 
over the bottom of the sea 
the boat is kept in place by 
means of a piece of rock 
serving as an anchor. The 
two most important species 
of fish by far caught in this 
manner are the pargo or 


red snappers and a variety 
of groupers like the mero, 
jeanpao and the wowo di 
boyo. 
Cruising off the coast the 
Aruban 
fisherman 
pa- 
tiently waits for a fish will- 
ing to snap at the bait on 
the drag-line, in nets and 
traps. Veritable giants are 
sometimes caught. Barra- 
cudas weigh from 9 to 44 
pounds and measure from 


3 to almost 7 feet. The king- 
fish has a weight from 22 to 
44 pounds; the moclat may 
tip the scales at 155, whilst 
garfish, having a length of 
nine feet, weigh over 132 
pounds. 
Most fish caught is used 
for their own consumption, 
to feed their families and 
some are being sold in the 
market to local restaurants. 


Fisherman Gregory Wernet 
Gregory Wernet is a well- 
known fisherman from San- 
ta Cruz. His father taught 
him fishing when he was 
a small child. Gregory has 
two sons, Jordan and Jor- 
danny, which he taught 
fishing too, when they were 
only 3 years old and he 
takes them fishing with him. 
Fishing has been a fam- 
ily tradition for quite a long 
time and even his grand- 
son Willvion of 7 years old 
is following his grandfather 
steps. This is the sixth gen- 
eration of fishermen in their 
family. 
They go deep sea fishing. 
There they catch red snap- 
per, grouper and amber- 
jack. They usually fish for 
15 hours a day, but now 
due to the covid-19 mea- 
surements they go fishing 
from 5 in the morning until 
8 o’clock at night or even 
sometimes from 8 at night 
till 5 in the morning. The 
day before they prepare 
all their fishing tools such as 
the Lines, lures, spears, and 
load their boat with fishing 
reels, batteries, fill the gaso- 
line tank, lights and some 
food and beverages. For 
bait he uses sardines, squid 
and the small fish known 


in Aruba as piskechi. The 
have two boats they use 
for fishing. ‘Virgen del Valle’ 
which is parked at the pier 
by the Seaport and ‘Pa- 
drot’ which they have at 
home. 
The fish they catch they 
take home to their families 
and they also sell it to their 
clients. Gregory is proud to 
be a fisherman. It is a hon- 
est and humble job but 
with it he is able to feed 
his family even during hard 
times. It is a very dangerous 
job and you have to spend 
many hours on the sea, 
waiting patiently and risk- 
ing your life while fighting a 
big fish and big waves but 
the adrenaline it brings with 
it but also just sitting there 
listening to the sound of the 
waves and enjoying the 
marvelous view that nature 
has to offer is all worth it. q 


Source: Etnia Nativa 
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Final lesson by teacher Ramon Todd Dandaré 


ORANJESTAD – Last Sat- 
urday, November 26, the 
Corrector of Papiamento 
Foundation (FCP) had the 
honor of being the last 
group to receive a lesson 
from linguist and Spanish 
and Papiamento teacher, 
Mr. Ramon Todd Dandaré 
Mag. Ling. 


As usual this took place at 
the National Library of Aru- 
ba, and FCP is thankful to 
the Library for their cooper- 
ation. Ramon reached the 


beautiful age of 80 years 
this year, and he has been 
giving lessons for 53 years. 
Because he has the wish 
to prioritize other work on 
his list, he decided to focus 
from now on, for example, 
on literary translation works. 
Ramon remains open to 
support 
where 
needed, 
but he will exclude giving 
lessons to groups. 


FCP was founded after a 
group of public servants 
in 2022 completed the 


Corrector of Papiamento 
course in the professional 
superior level. The group 
saw a need to establish a 
foundation with the goal of 
promoting good use of Pa- 
piamento through, among 
other things, the organizing 
of activities related to our 
national language. Now a 
new goal of the founda- 
tion is to organize training 
and retraining courses in 
Papiamento. These will be 
especially for those who 
already have a base in Pa- 


piamento to improve their 
ability to review and cor- 
rect different kinds of text 
in Papiamento. During the 
past 20 years, which will be 
celebrated on the 6th of 
December, Ramon contin- 
ued as a source of inspira- 
tion, motivation and sup- 
port for the foundation and 
correctors. 


For this group, it is a great 
honor to have been the last 
group to receive a lesson 
from Ramon. They know 
Ramon as a teacher with 
great dedication and pas- 
sion for his work. He would 
share a lot more than just 
ability in and fitness for Pa- 
piamento translation, and 
knowledge about revision 
and correction of text in 


Papiamento. 
The 
group 
also learned from his work 
ethic and his norms and 
values. 


As a teacher he finds it 
important to not only dis- 
cuss the matter, but also 
to have exchanges with 
his students with respect 
and lots of love. One of Ra- 
mon’s mottos for lecturing 
is: “Sharing knowledge with 
love while instilling critical 
sense.” At any moment he 
would stimulate the critical 
thinking of those taking part 
in his lessons. Aside from the 
group of correctors, there 
were also some Papia- 
mento teachers present to 
deliberate together with 
FCP regarding the training 
course for next year.q 


Official opening of Proline Winter Baseball 
2022 honors Aruban star Chadwick Tromp 


ORANJESTAD – Last Sunday, 
in front of a large group of 
fans, the grand opening of 
the first edition of Proline 
Winter 
League 
Baseball 
2022 took place at the field 
of Nadi Croes and Crismo 
Angela in Santa Croes. 


The evening began with a 
colorful parade in a great 
atmosphere, followed by 
a our minister of Sport, Mr. 
Endy Croes throwing the 
first pitch together with Aru- 
ban baseball star, Chad- 


wick Tromp, to mark the 
official beginning of the 
tournament Proline Base- 
ball Aruba. 
The Jaguars, Panthers, Ti- 


gers and Lions teams battle 
to conquer the maximum 
title at the tournament. 
During the opening cer- 
emony, 
Proline 
Baseball 
Aruba honored Chadwick 
Tromp who was present to 
receive recognition from 
member of Proline Baseball 
Aruba, Mr. Eric Moham- 
med as well as the minister 
of Sport. 


The Minister of Sport con- 
gratulated the organizers 
for a beautiful concept 
and project, and at the 
same time wished all four 
teams a lot of success in 
the 2022 championship. q 
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By KIMBERLY PALMER 
of NerdWallet 
For Ryan Decker, surviving 
the holiday shopping sea- 
son is all about planning 
ahead. In fact, if he sees a 
gift for one of his two young 
sons in March, he’ll go 
ahead and buy it, instead 
of rushing through his shop- 
ping list in December. 
“It very much eases the 
burden,” he says, making 
his December bills more 
manageable 
because 
he spreads holiday costs 
throughout the year. 
Decker, a certified finan- 
cial planner and director 
of the Center for Financial 
Literacy at North Central 
College in Naperville, Illi- 
nois, says that without that 
kind of advance planning, 
the costs this time of year 
can 
quickly 
overwhelm 
budgets. “Inflation is eat- 
ing away at our purchase 
power, so once you throw 
in the holiday season, it’s a 
very stressful time.” 
Financial 
educators 
like 
Decker are often busy dur- 
ing the holiday shopping 
season, sharing tips with 
their audiences about how 
to avoid debt and save 
money while still being fes- 
tive. We asked five of them 
how they personally navi- 
gate the season with their 
finances intact. 
MAKE A LIST AND STICK TO 
IT 
“I know I’m going to be 
setting a budget so I don’t 
suffer after the holidays,” 
says Christine Whelan, clini- 
cal professor of consumer 
science at the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison. She 
makes a list of those she 
needs to buy gifts for and 
assigns a spending cap for 
each person’s gift. 
Part of that strategy means 
limiting purchases to what 
she can comfortably af- 
ford out of savings instead 
of turning to credit card 


debt, Whelan says. “One 
of the ways we can use our 
limited resources to maxi- 
mize our happiness is to 
pay now, rather than get 
socked with a credit card 
bill in February, which un- 
dermines our financial and 
emotional well-being.” 
GIVE (AND RECEIVE) MORE 
CREATIVE GIFTS 
Jerry 
Graham, 
Atlanta- 
based co-founder of the 
website KindaFrugal.com, 
mentioned to his brother 
that he’d prefer a hand- 
made gift this year. “He 
is so talented at art and 
woodworking, I told him I 
would appreciate a cut- 
ting board or something. 
A DIY gift is more memo- 
rable and comes from the 
heart,” he says. It can of- 
ten save money, too, and 
Graham knows his brother 
is on a budget. Similarly, 
Felipe Arevalo, community 
outreach coordinator for 
the San Diego Financial 
Literacy Center, collects 
family photos throughout 
the year, then, as soon as 
he sees a promo code pop 
up, creates a photo cal- 
endar for family members. 
Not only does it save mon- 
ey, but it also helps family 
members stay in touch and 
see how his sons, ages 4 
and 9, are growing. 
The DIY strategy also ap- 
plies to kids. Says Whelan: 
“I’m encouraging my kids 


In this Nov. 30, 2020 file photo, a shopper walks by a holiday 
window display in New York. 
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Holiday survival tips from 5 financial pros 


to give coupons for in-kind 
gifts instead of things. Kids 
can give a card for walking 
the dog or other chores, 
cooking dinner for the fam- 
ily, even if it’s just pasta or 
babysitting. It trains kids to 
think about other people 
rather than just buy their 
way out of a gift.” 
THINK BEYOND THE HOLI- 
DAY SEASON 
The holiday season is the 
perfect time to make fi- 
nancial plans for the up- 
coming year, says Bruce 
McClary, 
spokesperson 
for the National Founda- 
tion for Credit Counseling. 
“Right now, I’m putting to- 
gether a rough outline of fi- 
nancial goals and priorities 
for 2023,” he says. Focusing 
on things like travel plans 
or savings goals helps put 
holiday expenses in per- 
spective. “You can tune 
out a lot of the advertising 
and emails related to the 
sales,” he says, and instead 
zero in on what’s most im- 
portant to you. 
One of the biggest ob- 
stacles to achieving finan- 
cial goals is debt, which is 
easy to accrue during the 
holiday season. In fact, the 
2022 Holiday Shopping Re- 
port from NerdWallet found 
that almost one-third of last 
year’s 
holiday 
shoppers 
who used a credit card to 
buy gifts (31%) are still pay- 
ing off their credit card bal- 
ances. 
Given the current eco- 
nomic climate and rising 
interest 
rates, 
McClary 
says, “It’s probably a bet- 
ter idea than ever to avoid 
relying on loans and lines 
of credit to get through the 
holiday season, and to be 
as resourceful as possible 
about how you spend the 
money you have.” q 
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Divi Golf & Beach Resort 
eagle beach 
studio wk 50, 51, 52, 
ocean front $9 K each 
1 br wk 50, 51, 52, 1 


$11 K each 


call +297 564 2686 


z3837@yahoo.de 


_________________________________216043 


San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
del Pueblo Tel. 582 1253 
San Nicolas: 
seroe Preto Tel. 584 4833 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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By ROD McGUIRK 
Associated Press 
CANBERRA, Australia (AP) 
— Australia’s Prime Minister 
Anthony Albanese said he 
recently told U.S. President 
Joe Biden’s administration 
to bring WikiLeaks founder 
and Australian citizen Ju- 
lian 
Assange’s 
prosecu- 
tion to a close. Albanese’s 
comments Wednesday to 
Parliament appear to be 
an escalation of Australia’s 
diplomatic pressure on the 
United States to drop spy- 
ing charges against the 
51-year-old who is resisting 
extradition from Britain. 
“I have raised this person- 
ally with representatives of 
the United States govern- 
ment. My position is clear 
and has been made clear 
to the U.S. administration: 
That it is time that this mat- 
ter be brought to a close,” 
Albanese told Parliament. 
“This is an Australian citi- 
zen,” Albanese added. “I 
don’t have sympathy for 
Mr. Assange’s actions on 
a whole range of matters, 
but … you have to reach 
a point whereby what is 
the point of … continu- 
ing this legal action which 
could be caught up now 
for many years into the fu- 
ture?” 
Albanese 
did 
not 
say 
whether he discussed As- 
sange directly with Biden 
when the pair held a bilat- 
eral meeting on the side- 
lines a Cambodian summit 
two weeks ago. But Alba- 
nese said he had advocat- 
ed for Assange “recently in 
meetings.” 
Albanese compared As- 
sange’s treatment to that 
of former U.S. Army intel- 
ligence analyst Chelsea 
Manning, who the prime 
minister said was “now 
able to participate freely in 
U.S. society.” 


WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange pauses as he makes a statement to media gathered outside 
the High Court in London, on Dec. 5, 2011. 
Associated Press 


Australia steps up calls for U.S. to drop WikiLeaks 
charges 


U.S. prosecutors allege As- 
sange 
helped 
Manning 
steal classified diplomatic 
cables and military files 
that WikiLeaks later pub- 
lished, putting lives at risk. 
Then-U.S. President Barack 
Obama commuted Man- 
ning’s 35-year sentence 
to seven years, which al- 
lowed her release in 2017. 
International 
news 
out- 
lets that cooperated with 
WikiLeaks to publish confi- 
dential U.S. State Depart- 
ment cables in 2010 The 
New York Times, The Guard- 


ian, Le Monde, El Pais and 
DER SPIEGEL published an 
open letter this week call- 
ing for Assange’s prosecu- 
tion to be dropped. 
Albanese 
spoke 
in 
re- 
sponse 
to 
independent 
lawmaker Monique Ryan’s 
question if the Australian 
government would inter- 
vene to bring Assange 
home. Albanese’s govern- 
ment has been circum- 
spect 
about 
Assange’s 
prosecution since it was 
elected in May. Ministers’ 
criticisms have been re- 


strained to phrases such as 
the case had “dragged on 
for too long.” 
When the British govern- 
ment approved Assange’s 
extradition in June, Alba- 
nese resisted calls that 
he publicly demand the 
United States drop the 
prosecution.q 
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By MARK KENNEDY 
AP Entertainment Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — There’s 
a new TV drama about the 
exploits of a stylish, privi- 
leged and super-success- 
ful fictional family whose 
scheming members are at 
each others’ throats. They 
make the folks at “Suc- 
cession” look almost func- 
tional. “Riches,” which pre- 
mieres Dec. 2 on Amazon 
Prime Video is set in the 
corporate suites of a Black- 
owned cosmetic giant in 
England whose patriarch 
leaves behind turmoil after 
dying in the first episode. As 
the business hangs in the 
balance, his different sets 
of children collide as they 
vie for control. 
“I thought it was a great 
opportunity to write some- 
thing that was fun and 
frothy 
and 
entertaining, 
but also had a bedrock of 
something more substan- 
tive to say about Black 
ownership, Black ambition 
and power structures,” says 
Abby Ajayi, the show’s cre- 
ator and writer. 
The result is an enthrall- 
ing mix of high-end soap 
opera and dynastic legal 
backstabbing with social 
commentary about every- 
thing from police racism to 
journalistic 
discrimination 
and corporate ethics. Deb- 
orah Ayorinde, one of its 
stars, has a shortcut when 
she describes it to friends: 
“Beautiful rich people be- 
having badly.” 
Ayorinde plays Nina, one 
of two estranged children 


from her father’s first mar- 
riage, both of whom have 
established themselves in 
business in America. But 
their father in his final days 
seemed to trust them more 
than his English children 
and shockingly leaves the 
empire in their hands. 
That adds a trans-Atlantic 
element to the show as 
Nina and her brother Simon 
(Emmanuel Imani) have to 
navigate a hostile set of 
siblings and an angry step- 
mother (Sarah Niles, the 
therapist from “Ted Lasso”) 
from their dad’s second 
marriage. They enjoy the 
good life and had expect- 
ed to coast with control of 
the firm. 
“There’s a self-sufficiency, 


an 
independence 
that 
the British characters don’t 
have. And so they’re going 
to learn from each other. I 
think it’s more a seesaw of 
the different experiences 
which mirror a lot of the ex- 
perience I took back in my 
own life with my peers who 
move between the States 
and the UK and sometimes 
back to West Africa.” 
It was the portrayal of the 
African diaspora that at- 
tracted Ayorinde to the 
script, a way to celebrate 
some parts of the Black 
experience in different cul- 
tures. 
“What I love about it is it 
respects 
the 
differences 
that we have, but it also 
highlights the similarities of 


our experiences. And I just 
feel like that’s something 
that might bridge the gap,” 
she says. Ajayi has created 
messy but understandable 
roles. “I think it’s good to 
explore Black characters 
who are flawed,” she says. 
“Black characters get to 
be the cop or the robber, 
but they don’t have any of 
the variation in between.” 
Ajayi graduated from Ox- 
ford University before be- 
ing nurtured by Shonda 
Rhimes, working as a writer- 
producer on ABC’s “How 
to Get Away With Mur- 
der,” the Hulu adaptation 
of “Four Weddings and a 
Funeral” and the Netflix se- 
ries “Inventing Anna.” She 
credits Rhimes with teach- 


ing her pace and the im- 
portance of turning points. 
She grew up in London 
to a family of Nigerian im- 
migrants and recalls her 
aunts loving frothy night- 
time 
soap 
operas 
like 
“Dallas” 
and 
“Dynasty.” 
“Riches” shows her keen 
ability to mix laughter and 
substance. “Nobody walks 
through their life saying, 
‘I’m in a drama’ or ‘I’m in a 
comedy.’ You kind of have 
elements of both in every 
day,” she says. 
“Riches” was dreamed up 
and written by Ajayi during 
the pandemic, a way for her 
to escape into a gorgeous 
world of couture, bottle ser- 
vice at exclusive clubs and 
sleek ultra-modern offices 
in gleaming skyscrapers. 
“There was a kind of wish 
fulfillment, absolutely,” she 
says, laughing. Ajayi, often 
clad in yoga pants during 
lockdown, would surf Mc- 
Mansions on British property 
sites for inspiration. “I defi- 
nitely did start very much 
from character. I think with 
this show, what I want is to 
be relatable and hook-y for 
the audience,” she says. 
“You might not have that 
money, but you have sib- 
lings, you have stepmoth- 
ers, you have mothers you 
have relationships and the 
complexities of blended 
families.” 
Ajayi says she’s always 
been fascinated by fam- 
ily businesses, the way in 
which conflicts spill from 
the boardroom to the sit- 
ting room and visa versa.q 


By The Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — The Roll- 
ing Stones plan to release 
what they’re calling their 
“ultimate live greatest hits 
album,” with appearanc- 
es by Lady Gaga, Bruce 
Springsteen, Gary Clark Jr. 
and The Black Keys, early 
next year. 
“GRRR Live!” contains songs 
recorded live on Dec. 15, 
2012, at Newark, New Jer- 


sey’s Prudential Center. 
That night saw guest ap- 
pearances by The Black 
Keys 
(“Who 
Do 
You 
Love?”), Clark and John 
Mayer 
(“Going 
Down”), 
Lady Gaga (“Gimme Shel- 
ter”), Mick Taylor (“Midnight 
Rambler”) and hometown 
hero 
Bruce 
Springsteen 
(“Tumbling Dice”). 
Shown on pay-per-view in 
2012, the concert has not 


otherwise been available 
to fans until now. It also fea- 
tures some of the band’s 
greatest hits, including “It’s 
Only Rock ‘n’ Roll (But I Like 
It),” “Honky Tonk Women,” 
“Start Me Up,” “Sympathy 
For the Devil” and “(I Can’t 
Get No) Satisfaction.”The 
24-track collection will be 
released on Feb. 10 in vinyl, 
CD, DVD, digital and Blu- 
ray formats.q 


This image released by Amazon Prime Video shows Deborah Ayorinde in a scene from “Riches.” 
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New frothy TV drama series ‘Riches’ mixes money and blood 


Mick Jagger, of the Rolling Stones, performs during the band’s 
“No Filter” tour on Monday, Nov. 15, 2021, at Ford Field in Detroit. 


Associated Press 


Rolling Stones to release star- 
stuffed 2012 live recording 
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PITTSBURGH (AP) — Pitts- 
burgh Penguins defense- 
man Kris Letang is out in- 
definitely after suffering a 
stroke for the second time 
in his career. 
General manager Ron Hex- 
tall announced Tuesday 
that the 35-year-old Letang 
initially reported symptoms 
to the team’s training staff 
on Monday. He was held 
out of Tuesday night’s 3-2 
overtime loss to Carolina 
with what the team called 
an illness. 
The team said Letang is not 


experiencing “any lasting 
effects” and is undergoing 
further testing. Hextall add- 
ed the stroke doesn’t ap- 
pear to be “career threat- 
ening.” 
This is the second stroke Le- 
tang has suffered during his 
17-year career. The three- 
time Stanley Cup cham- 
pion missed more than 
two months in 2014 after a 
stroke, which doctors de- 
termined was caused by a 
small hole in the wall of his 
heart. 
“I am fortunate to know 


my body well enough to 
recognize when something 
isn’t right,” Letang said in a 
release. “While it is difficult 
to navigate this issue pub- 
licly, I am hopeful it can 
raise awareness. ... I am 
optimistic that I will be back 
on the ice soon.” 
Letang, a six-time All-Star, 
has been one of the most 
durable players in the NHL. 
He’s averaged well over 25 
minutes of playing time per 
game since returning from 
his initial stroke eight years 
ago.q 


Pittsburgh Penguins’ Kris Letang plays during the third period of 
an NHL hockey game against the Boston Bruins Saturday, April 
16, 2022, in Boston. 
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Penguins D Letang out indefinitely after 
2nd stroke 


By RONALD BLUM 
AP Sports Writer 
DOHA, Qatar (AP) — Ameri- 
can soccer hopes to be as- 
cendant, to challenge the 
NFL, Major League Baseball 
and the NBA in the compe- 
tition for U.S. market share. 
Reaching the final 16 with 
Tuesday night’s 1-0 win 
over Iran was another step 
for a team whose success 
is measured in television 
viewers and buzz along 
with final scores. 
“I don’t know the final num- 
bers, but I’m sure there was 
a lot of people watching,” 
U.S. coach Gregg Berhalter 
said. “You see how resilient 
this group is. You see how 
unified this group is. You 
see what type of energy 
and output they put into 
every single game. And 
then along the way, there’s 
some pretty good soccer. 
That’s the American spirit, 
the way this group plays, 
and I think people will ap- 
preciate that, especially 
back home.” 
The 
Americans 
opened 
with a 1-1 draw with Wales 
that was seen by 11.7 mil- 
lion on English- and Span- 
ish-language U.S. broad- 
casts and followed with a 
0-0 tie against England that 
was viewed by 19.98 mil- 
lion on Black Friday, when 
schools were off and many 
offices closed. 
President Joe Biden took 
note of the victory over Iran 
when speaking in Bay City, 
Michigan. 


“They did it! God love ‘em,” 
Biden said. 
A 
victory 
on 
Saturday 
against 
the 
Netherlands 
would put the U.S. in the 
quarterfinals for the first 
time since 2002. The sta- 
tus of Christian Pulisic is 
uncertain after he bruised 
his pelvis crashing into the 
goalkeeper while scoring 
against Iran. The U.S. Soc- 
cer Federation did not 
make Pulisic available to 
media on Wednesday but 
posted a video of him drib- 
bling a ball. “We may be 
the underdog,” said Bren- 
den Aaronson, who re- 
placed Pulisic at the start 
of the second half. “The 
Dutch are a world power 
and they’ve been that for 
many, many tournaments. 
So I think for us, it’s just go- 
ing in there with no fear 


and playing the way we 
have been this entire tour- 
nament. And I think good 
things will come out of it.” 
Matt Turner, the first U.S. 
goalkeeper with consecu- 
tive World Cup shutouts 
since 1930, was overcome 
with emotion at the final 
whistle. 
Turner 
thought 
back to how the U.S. per- 
formance in 2010 helped 
convert him to soccer. 
He was a high school base- 
ball player who played soc- 
cer fulltime, then switched 
emphasis. Turner’s journey 
took him to a Major League 
Soccer debut in 2018, a 
transfer to Arsenal last sum- 
mer and now success on 
soccer’s biggest stage. 
“This is just an unbelievable 
experience for me, given 
my story,” he said. “Almost 
everything is a carbon copy 


of the feelings that I felt as a 
fan in 2010. And to be able 
to have a say in the result 
that gets us through to the 
next round is huge — it was 
just very emotional for a lot 
of reasons for me.” 
The 
American 
lineup 
against Iran was the young- 
est of any team at this 
year’s tournament and the 
youngest for the Americans 
since 1990, averaging 24 
years, 321 days. Iran coach 
Carlos Queiroz, a former 
U.S. Soccer Federation ad- 
viser, praised their pace, 
which forced his team to 
adjust. 
“When we play a team with 
Ferraris who need space to 
accelerate, the best way 
to play against them is to 
close the highways so they 
can’t gain speed,” he said. 
A daunting task against the 
Dutch is ahead: The U.S. 
has five losses and six draws 
in 11 World Cup matches 
against European oppo- 
nents since upsetting Portu- 
gal 3-2 in a 2002 opener. 
“It’s a great opportunity 
but it’s not something that 
we’re going into it thinking 
it’s an honor. We deserve 
to be in the position we’re 
in and we want to keep 
going,” Berhalter said. “So 
for us, it’s about how we re- 
cover from this game and 
prepare to play against a 
very good Dutch, very well 
coached, ton of quality all 
over the field, and we have 
to come up with an idea of 
how to beat them.”q 


United States’ Yunus Musah, right, Aaron Long, center, and United 
States’ goalkeeper Sean Johnson celebrate after defeating 
Iran in the World Cup group B soccer match between Iran and 
the United States at the Al Thumama Stadium in Doha, Qatar, 
Tuesday, Nov. 29, 2022. 


Associated Press 


Iran win another step as U.S. soccer tries to boost interest 
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By JOSH DUBOW 
AP Pro Football Writer 
Two years after no team 
in the NFC East won more 
than seven games, all four 
have pulled off the trick 
with six weeks to go. 
Washington (7-5) beat At- 
lanta on Sunday to join Phil- 
adelphia (10-1), Dallas (8-3) 
and the Giants (7-4) with 
winning records, giving the 
division a combined win- 
ning percentage of .711 for 
the best mark through 12 
weeks by any division since 
the merger. 
Making the performance 
more impressive is the turn- 
around from 2020, when 
Washington won the NFC 
East with a 7-9 record. 
The AFC East isn’t far be- 
hind this season, with all 
four teams in that division 
also posting winning re- 
cords, with Miami and Buf- 


falo tied for the top spot at 
8-3, followed by the Jets (7- 
4) and Patriots (6-5). 


Before this season, the only 
times since the league 
went to eight divisions in 


2002 when all four teams 
in a division had winning 
records through 12 weeks 
came in the 2021 AFC 
West, the 2014 AFC North, 
and the AFC East and NFC 
South in 2008. 
The NFC South is at the 
other end of the division 
standings, with Tampa Bay 
(5-6) in the lead despite 
having a losing record. The 
only other times since 2002 
when every team had a 
losing record through 12 
games came in the 2020 
NFC East, the 2015 NFC 
East, the 2014 NFC South 
and the 2010 NFC West. 
According to projections 
from 
Football 
Outsiders, 
there is a 16% chance that 
the entire NFC East makes 
the playoffs and a 15% 
chance that happens for 
the AFC East. It’s more like- 
ly both divisions will have 


Washington Commanders cornerback Kendall Fuller (29) 
celebrating his interception against the Atlanta Falcons with his 
teammates near the end of the second half of an NFL football 
game, Sunday, Nov. 27, 2022, in Landover, Md. 
Associated Press 


Beasts of East: All 8 NFL teams in East divisions above .500 


four teams with winning 
records, with the NFC East 
doing that 52% of the time 
and the AFC East 60% of 
the time. Football Outsiders 
projects all four NFC South 
teams to have a losing re- 
cord 35% of the time. 
300 CLUB 
Josh Jacobs punctuated 
the best day of his career 
in memorable fashion. 
Jacobs scored on an 86- 
yard run in overtime to 
lead the Raiders past the 
Seahawks for the fourth- 
longest scrimmage touch- 
down ever in overtime, 
trailing only Ron Jaworski’s 
99-yard TD pass to Mike 
Quick for the Eagles in 
1985, Garrison Hearst’s 96- 
yard TD run for the 49ers in 
1998 and Teddy Bridgewa- 
ter’s 87-yard TD pass to Ja- 
rius Wright for the Vikings in 
2014. Jacobs finished with 
224 yards rushing and two 
TDs and 74 yards receiving, 
becoming the sixth player 
ever to gain at least 300 
yards and score multiple 
touchdowns from scrim- 
mage in a single game, 
joining Cloyce Box (1950), 
Billy Cannon (1961), Ste- 
phone Paige (1985), Priest 
Holmes (2002) and Adrian 
Peterson (2007). 
Jacobs is the only player 
since at least 1950 to rush 
for at least 225 yards and 
have at least 70 yards re- 
ceiving in a game. 
GO FOR 2 
The Chargers and Jaguars 
took late-game gambles 
that paid off in a big fash- 
ion. Los Angeles coach 
Brandon Staley and Jack- 
sonville coach Doug Ped- 
erson both opted to go for 
2-point conversions in the 
closing seconds when trail- 
ing by one. 
Both 
teams 
delivered, 
making this the first week 
since the NFL added the 
play in 1994 that two teams 
won on a 2-point conver- 
sion in the final two minutes 
of regulation. 
The Chargers scored with 
15 seconds left and the 
Jaguars did it with 14 sec- 
onds to play. Before Sun- 
day, only two teams in 
NFL history had scored on 
a game-winning 2-point 
conversion in the final 15 
seconds, with the Vikings 
doing it in 2002 and the 
Chargers in 2018. q 


